
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Authorize staff to advertise and schedule a public hearing for the new Water Conservation 
Landscape Irrigation Ordinance.

BACKGROUND:

The St. Johns River Water Management District (District) is responsible for 
regulating consumptive uses of water within the County's geographic region of the state 
pursuant to Chapter 373, Florida Statutes. The District recently amended Rule 40C-2.042, 
Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), General Consumptive Use Permit by Rule, which 
regulates small irrigation uses below the consumptive use permit thresholds set forth in Rule 
40C-2.041(1) F.A.C. 

Rule 40C-2.042(2) (a), F.A.C., grants a general permit to each person within the District to 
use, withdraw, or divert water for small landscape irrigation uses provided that irrigation occurs 
in accordance with Sections 3 and 5 of Rule 40C-2.042(2), F.A.C. subject to the exceptions 
set forth in Section 4 of Rule 40C-2.042(2), F.A.C.  In addition, Rule 40C-2.042(2), F.A.C.,
applies to landscape irrigation regardless of whether the water comes from ground or surface 
water, private well or pump, or public or private utility. Further, Rule 40C.2.042(2) (b), F.A.C., 
strongly encourages a local government to adopt an ordinance to enforce Rule 40C-2.042(2) 
(a), F.A.C., within its jurisdiction by adopting a landscape irrigation ordinance that incorporates 
each of the provisions set forth in Rule 40C-2.042(2) (a), F.A.C. The adoption of this ordinance 
is appropriate and in the public interest of the citizens of this community. 

Important changes in the new ordinance will be a slight change from current practice.  The 
change impacts water schedules during the period when we are not in Daylight Savings Time.  
During these generally cooler months, irrigation with potable water will be limited to one (1) 
day per week.  Irrigation with reclaimed water sources will be allowed at any time during the 
year.   

To the extent property owners follow water restrictions, they should not realize any impact 
fiscally or operationally.  The intent of the ordinance is to promote efficient water use 
practices.  Water Conservation benefits all Seminole County citizens.
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SUBJECT: Request to schedule and advertise a Public Hearing for the Water Conservation 
Landscape Irrigation Ordinance

DEPARTMENT: Environmental Services DIVISION: Water and Sewer

AUTHORIZED BY: Joe Forte CONTACT: Debbie Meinert EXT: 2121

County-wide Debbie Meinert



STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends Board authorization to schedule and advertise a public hearing for the 
adoption of  the Water Conservation Landscape Irrigation Ordinance. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Ordinance
2. Economic Impact Statement

Additionally Reviewed By:

County Attorney Review ( Susan Dietrich )
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